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MIAMI JEWISH HOME & HOSPITAL

CHS/GMHETC
Family Medicine Clinical Clerkship Rotation (revised July 2009)
The Center for Haitian Studies, Health & Human Services (CHS)-Greater Miami Health Education and Training Center (GMHETC), in collaboration with the Miami Jewish Home and Hospital offers a 6-week clinical clerkship rotation in Family Medicine for up to 20 pre-doctoral medical students per rotation.  During these 6 weeks, students rotate through community-based family medicine practices and affiliated hospitals. 
Introduction
The training of medical students in large teaching hospital settings is limited to providing students with broad knowledge about diagnosis, treatment and management of hospital-based patients.  This type of training lacks the culturally competent component which is essential to the provision of personalized care in the education of primary care physicians.  It also lacks exposure to the common conditions treated by the physician in an ambulatory setting.  The approach adopted by MJHH/CHS-GMHETC is designed to equip students with the necessary tools to become highly qualified well-trained physicians. Such an approach will allow students to acquire the skills needed to establish and sustain a strong partnership with their patients. 
The proposed Family Medicine Clinical Clerkship Rotation focuses mainly on ambulatory care in community health centers and physicians’ offices affiliated with the program.  Among their various clinical experiences, students are asked to accompany preceptors to hospital settings and to participate in community activities. The clinical experience offered under this clerkship is unique in that it offers to students an opportunity to work with a culturally diverse team of preceptors providing care to culturally diverse populations living in underserved areas of South Florida. 

Overview 
A Culturally Competent, Community-based Clinical Experience (6-week exposure to the 
practice of medicine in Community Health Centers serving large culturally diverse                                 
communities)

Students spend at least 20 hours per week (Monday through Sunday) in clinical settings under the supervision and guidance of their preceptor. Students are expected to attend all professional activities including hospital rounds, workshops, seminars, lectures, home visits, assisted living facility visits, office visits, nursing home visits, health fairs and other community health settings. In addition to enabling students to understand the basic elements of general patient care, this rotation places an emphasis on learning about the management aspects of community medicine.   The philosophy is to place the medical student in an environment where he/she can learn from, not only the preceptor, but from the whole team, including medical assistants, nurses, social workers and patients. 

I. GOALS 

The  MJHH/CHS Family Medicine Clinical Clerkship Rotation is designed  to:

1. guide students in mastering the basic skills for approaching, diagnosing and treating patients;

2. acquaint students with the spectrum of medical, cultural and social issues likely to be faced by community providers;

3. train students based on models of best family and community medicine practices that view and treat patients from the perspective of a whole person, thereby putting emphasis on preventive, as well as psychosocial and socioeconomic aspects of patients’ lives;
4. provide basic knowledge of management principles that define common health issues in general medical care;
5. engage students in promoting health care services and disease prevention in underserved areas;

6. promote understanding of issues that affect the delivery of effective health care in underserved communities;

7. train students to conduct community outreach and research;

8. help students understand the role of the patient-physician relationship in all aspects of medical care;

9. promote understanding of the effects of family and community on the various states of health and disease;
10. assist student in identifying and evaluating community resources appropriate for patients’ needs;

11. help students understand the concepts of continuum and coordination of care for members of underserved populations; and
12. provide students with first hand experience of the impact of a team approach on the delivery of community health services.

II.
FAMILY MEDICINE CLINICAL CLERKSHIP



ROTATION OBJECTIVES

After completing this Family Medicine clerkship rotation, the student will have acquired the basic knowledge and skills necessary to:
a) perform complete physical examination for adults and children,
b) evaluate, diagnose and treat essential hypertension, 
c) evaluate, diagnose and treat diabetes mellitus,
d) evaluate and follow-up normal pregnancy,
e) evaluate, diagnose and treat upper respiratory infections,
f) evaluate, diagnose and treat non-specified otitis media,
g) evaluate, diagnose and treat acute and/or chronic sinusitis, 
h) identify depression in patients, 
i) evaluate, diagnose and treat bronchitis,
j) evaluate, diagnose and treat asthma,
k) identify dermatological disorders such contact dermatitis, tinea, psoriasis and eczema,


l) identify anxiety in patients,
m) identify and guide patients with symptoms of drug and alcohol abuse,
n) identify and refer victims of child abuse and neglect to appropriate resources and reporting authorities,
o) identify children with obesity and provide guidance for appropriate resources to families,

p) evaluate patients with musculoskeletal injuries (sprains, strains and low back pain),
q) identify patients with allergic rhinitis,
r) identify patients with osteoarthritis and allied disorders,
s) evaluate, diagnose and treat patients with visual disturbances (conjunctivitis, glaucoma, cataract and refraction disorders),
t) evaluate, diagnose and treat patients with non infectious gastroenteritis and colitis,

u) apply the basic principles of accident prevention and occupational risk assessment to patient care (education, immunization and screening),
v) record a complete genogram including medical and socioemotional information & 
w) take a complete history of a victim of domestic violence.

In appropriate settings, to the extent allowed by a particular clinical site, and in keeping with provisions of the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA), students , with the supervision of their preceptors, receive introduction to procedures including: 

· venipuncture 

· intramuscular and intravenous injections

· throat swabs

· rectal examination

· pap smear and colposcopy

· breast examination
III.
 SPECIAL ACTIVITIES: Weekly Special Case Presentations
Every week, students participate in weekly small group discussions/case presentations  with a preceptor. Attendance is mandatory.  The intent of these sessions is to introduce and integrate concepts of general medical care that make the practice of primary care more effective and satisfying for the patient and physician.  During the weekly small group sessions, students are asked to make oral presentations in order to share knowledge with their colleagues. These presentations require that students a) document information received from the clinical environment, and, b) research available updated information through reading medical journals and accessing the internet. 
Grading Policy
Attendance (Clinical site assignment)


20%
Preceptor’s Evaluation




60%

Weekly Case Presentations Sessions



20%

Total:





100%
Evaluation forms will be completed by preceptors and submitted to MJHH/CHS-GMHETC Program Coordinator at the end of the rotation.  All grades submitted by the program director are final for this rotation. MJHH/CHS-GMHETC will submit the final grades to sponsoring medical school within one week of completion of the rotation.  It will be the responsibility of the medical school to ensure that students receive their grade in a timely manner, preferably within one week of the completion of the rotation.  Students will be instructed during orientation to discuss their final grade with the site program director within four (4) weeks of the completion of their 6-week Family Medicine rotation.  

EVALUATION FORMS:

The following attached forms will be provided for this clerkship rotation: 
1. Students sign-in sheets (available at clinical sites & at meetings/presentations)
2. Preceptor evaluation form (to be completed by students after completion of each specialty rotation with a preceptor) 
3. Student evaluation form for evaluation of performance (to be completed by preceptor for each student at the end of each specialty rotation)—(All three evaluations for the 6-week rotation will be averaged to give a final numeric grade for the Preceptors evaluation)
4. Clerkship Overall Evaluation form (to be completed and signed by Program Director for the Clerkship) for clerkship credit in Family Medicine.   Please note that this combines all evaluations from other preceptors, attendance, presentations and community projects.

  PROGRAM EXPECTATIONS
GMHETC expects all students who participate in the Family Medicine Clinical Clerkship Rotation to be interactive and to show interest in learning. Students are also expected to attend all scheduled clinical sessions, health fairs, workshops and lectures. Unauthorized and unexplained absences will contribute to fail students.  A dress code applies for this rotation (all male students should were shirts, ties, shoes at all times and female students are to be dressed appropriately and wear shoes at all times). GMHETC expects all students to be courteous, clean and appropriately dressed throughout this clerkship rotation.  Remember that office staff can make or break you.  Office staff has input in your evaluation and this may impact your final grade.

Reading Assignments:
The Essentials of Family Practice by Sloane, Slatt and Curtis is the required textbook.  The course specific objectives previously listed as well as your patient encounters should guide your reading of the text.  Additionally your clinical work presentation and textbook will prepare you for the end of course examination. Students are also encouraged to subscribe to at least one major medical journal. 
